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Ephesians 5:1-6 
 
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us 
and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, 
as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are 
out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving.5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone 
who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in 
the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
 
 
Outline 

 
Psalm 139:23-24 
Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
Try me and know my thoughts!  
24 And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting!  
 

A. The roots of righteousness  
B. The roots of sin and idolatry 
C. How to fight sin and idolatry 
D. The consequences of sin and idolatry 

 
The roots of righteousness  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Romans 6:10-14 
For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to 
God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.13 Do not 
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves 
to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as 
instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are 
not under law but under grace. 
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The roots of sin and idolatry 
 
  
 
 
 
 
How to fight sin and idolatry 
 

 
 
 
 
“Gratitude exalts God but covetousness exalts me and my desires.” 
-John Piper 
 
“O God of the highest heaven, 
occupy the throne of my heart, 
take full possession and reign supreme,” 
(The Valley of Vision, a collection of Puritan Prayers) 

 
 
 
 
The consequences of sin and idolatry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isaiah 53:5-6 
He was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was 
the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned — every one — to his own way; and the Lord 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 


