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1 Peter 2:9-10 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's 
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 
Ephesians 3:1-13  
 
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—2 assuming that 
you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, 3 how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When you read this, 
you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons 
of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by 
the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, 
and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 
7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given 
me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 
was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for 
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so 
that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has 
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence 
through our faith in him. 13 So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which 
is your glory. 
 
 
Outline 
 
 As the prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of the Gentiles, Paul sets before them the 

eternal purpose of God, their place in that purpose, and also his own place in that 
purpose. 

 
1. God’s plan for human history  
2. Our part in God’s plan  

 
God’s plan for human history  
 
 Genesis 12:1-3 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 
house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those 
who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed. 
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John 3:16 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 

 
Our part in God’s plan  
 

To know it 
 
 Psalm 1:2 

his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. 
 
Joshua 1:8 
This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on 
it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in 
it. 
 
Colossians 3:16 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another 
in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God. 

 
To tell people about it 
 
 1 Corinthians 15:9 

For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. 
 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he 
judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13 though formerly I was a 
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I 
had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me 
with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is trustworthy and 
deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, that 
in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an 
example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the 
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
To display it  

 


